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ySND’s
vision is to become an
obvious partner in Swedish
research, providing knowledge, support and inspiration within a well-functioning research infrastructure. In 2014,
SND took another step in this direction, by
arranging more educational workshops
for researchers and other stakeholders. Read more about this on
pages 6–8.y
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yICOUNTRYSIDE CONFERENCE The annual staff meeting was held in
September in the countryside of western Sweden. In the picture SND’s staff
poses in the sun. Back row, from the left: Ulf, Kristina, Sofia, Hans Jørgen,
Daniel, Iris, Olof, Akira, Mattias, Martin, Stefan, Sara, Malin, Caspar, Johan.
Front row: Karolina, Ilze, Eira, Carl-Johan, Stephanie, Björn, Elisabeth,
Monica. The picture was taken by Birger, see page 28.y
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THE PAST YEAR

SND Breaks Previous Records
In November 2013 the Swedish Research Council approved
the SND funding application for the period 2014 to 2018.
Unfortunately, the level of funding was not determined, and
SND therefore had to begin the year without a set budget.
This situation lasted until May, when a decision
was made covering 2014 and 2015. This decision
also allowed activity to continue at the 2013 level
for the following two years. As a result, it became
possible to offer full-time contracts to a large proportion of staff who had previously been employed
on short, fixed-term contracts.
In the dispute between the Data Inspection
Board and SND about the processing of personal
data there was an agreement at the end of 2013 to
enter into negotiations to determine how essential
services for personal research data can be offered.
Unfortunately no such negotiations took place
in 2014, and at the end of the year it remained
unclear when or whether they will take place.

established to serve as a member of CLARIN
ERIC. SND is one of the centres that make up
this Swedish service provider. The research grant
covering the national activities is administered
from Språkbanken.
In 2013 SND welcomed two new employees but
had to say goodbye to six. Two of the persons who
left were already on leave and their replacements
had been in place in 2013; two were replaced by
new recruits; and a further substitute started work
in January. The actual decrease in staff is therefore
one person. The decrease in staff is an inevitable
consequence of reduced project involvement.

Improved Conditions
Ups and Downs
The workshop held for the first time in 2013
was repeated in 2014, and the whole event was
expanded. It now contains three parts: a meeting
of the postgraduate student network, a workshop
for researchers, and a seminar on the research
infrastructure. The event was a great success,
and it is intended that it will be repeated in 2015.
Read more about these events on pages 7–10.
The DASISH project has had its last year of
funding, and the successful completion of the
project was celebrated with a final conference in
Gothenburg. SND successfully met its obligations
under the SERCIDA project, which ended during
the year. Read more about this on pages 18–19.
The CESSDA main office in Bergen started operating during the year, and as key CESSDA
activities increased, SND also became more active
in its role as service provider.
During the year, a Swedish consortium was

There was a focus on improvements in working
conditions during the year. Following the relocation, which took place at the end of 2013, physical working conditions were greatly improved. In
2014 considerable effort was put into analysing
and implementing solutions for the working environment in general.
In the dissemination statistics on pages 22–
24 it can be seen that once again SND services
broke previous records. SND responded well to
the challenges it faced in 2014 and is well placed
to continue providing excellent infrastructure
services.

Hans Jørgen Marker
Director
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Disseminating Knowledge of
Our Activities Is Invaluable

kap

dicin

Effective communication – externally and internally – is a recipe
for success the value of which cannot be overestimated.
Information meetings, training events, and seminars at which
we met researchers and disseminated knowledge of our activities
were arranged during the year at SND. Printed matter, a web guide,
and a booklet on data management have been published.
The communications officer, in consultation with
the management, has devised a communication
strategy with associated communication plans,
which was followed during the year.
In November SND arranged events for researchers,
graduate students, librarians and archivists. On
November 10 postgraduate students were invited to
attend a meeting focused on data management. The
following day both researchers and postgraduate
students had an opportunity to take part in a
workshop to discuss conditions and guidelines for
making research material available. Read more on
pages 8–9.
SND arranged a further meeting, to which other
poffessionals who work with preservation of and access to research data were invited to discuss common
issues. Read more on page 10.
SND staff also attended seminars and training
events at other universities during the year.
SND also threw a house-warming party on April
29 where many of our colleagues from the University
of Gothenburg, friends, and new acquaintances
met, and mingled. Read more on page 31.
The printed matter were brought to and handed
out at the meetings attended by our staff around
the country.
It has been found that the University of Gothenburg’s own printing unit is able to deal with most of
our products, which is an effective use of resources
in terms of both time and money.
SND’s PRINTED MATTER:
www.snd.gu.se/om-oss/informationsmaterial and
www.snd.gu.se/om-oss/pr-material
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yIPRINTED MATTER
Several folders and
broschures have been
produced during the year.
The special materials on
our data resourses and one
folder on how to search in
SND’s catalouge are
only available in
Swedish so far. y

-

BEST PRACTICE IN DATA MANAGEMENT

Web Guide and Booklet on Data
Management Produced
SND’s efforts to produce information on best practice
in data management has continued and increased
during 2014. A first version of SND’s web guide on
data management was launched on November 5, just
before the postgraduate network meeting and the
National Researchers Workshop.
The web guide is divided into various stages:
project application, project start, data collection,
data analysis, and access to data. Each stage contains
practical information on data management plans,
short-term and long-term storage of data, data
security and versioning, file format, legal aspects,
reuse of data, access to data and data citation.

snd.gu.se/forskarsupport
/datahantering
(not yet translated into English)

Information Booklet
SND has also produced an information booklet on
data management that has been published online as
a pdf and is due to be printed. The booklet consists
of eight pages of information on how to manage,

DATAHANTERING
STEG FÖR STEG

1
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Hur du hanterar, organiserar och strukturerar
forskningsmaterial under hela forskningsprocessen.

Datahantering innebär hantering av ett forskningsprojekts
material och startar redan i samband med projektplaneringen.
Datahantering pågår under hela forskningsmaterialets livscykel och i processen ingår moment som insamling, dokumentaion, bearbetning, lagring, arkivering och tillgängliggörande.
Read more: snd.gu.se/sv/forskarsupport/datahantering

DATA MANAGEMENT The booklet
published on the web (pdf) and printed
on demand (only in Swedish so far) has
become popular among researchers.

Download: http://snd.gu.se/sv/om-oss/informationsmaterial

organise, and structure research material throughout
the research process. It is based on the same stages as
the web guide, and provides a summary and overview
of the factors the researcher should take into account
at the various stages.
This booklet, which is less extensive than the web
guide, is primarily meant for those who work in the
health sciences but may also be useful in other research
areas.

Seminar and Input
When the first version of the booklet was ready, SND
issued invitations to a seminar, which was attended
by 14 persons from the University of Gothenburg
from the field of medical research. The seminar discussed how data can be structured and documented,
what a data management plan is and should contain,
various aspects of research on medical data, and how
data can be deposited and made available at SND.
The participants’ experiences provided valuable
input. The evaluation showed that they were very
satisfied, and all the respondents indicated that as
a result of the seminar they had gained knowledge
of data management, understood the importance of
good data management, and had gained an insight
into what a data management plan is and what
elements should be included in such a plan.
The idea is that SND will arrange similar seminars
at other universities in Sweden. Staff at SND taught
data management on several occasions during the
year, at various universities, but at a more general
level than at the seminar.
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yIINTERESTED The meeting for members of the Postgraduate
Network in November attracted around 30 PhD students from
Swedish universities. SND’s staff gave much-appreciated lectures.y

Postgraduate Network Get-Together about
Data Management Attracts Students
SND arranged its first researchers workshop
on November 25, 2013, and the first meeting
for members of SND’s postgraduate network.
Both events were arranged with support from SND’s
Research Community Advisory Groups.
On November 10 SND held its Postgraduate Network

yIDISCUSSING SND’s data manager Karolina Kegel
and Heike Havermeier, University of Gothenburg. y
8

Get-Together, gathering around 30 PhD students from
Swedish universities. The theme of the day was “Data
Management”, and the intensive programme consisted of
a number of presentations followed by group and plenary
discussions covering various aspects of this theme. A pub
evening concluded the day.
The presentations briefly touched upon most aspects of
practical data management, aiming to draw the students’
attention to important issues rather than providing readymade methods and models. Furthermore, an overview
of different types of data management tools was given
in order to identify some specific opportunities for the
students’ own data management.
Throughout the day, the students were encouraged to
write a data management plan for their own project and
to follow it up and update it each time new insight or
needs arose.
The results of the evaluation were far more positive
than last year, probably largely due to the fact that the
programme was thematically more coherent, being based
on a syllabus that SND had created.
This syllabus will also provide the basis for future data
management courses, which are intended to replace the
Postgraduate Network Get-Togethers.

Extensive National Researchers Workshop
The 2014 researchers workshop attracted
around 60 researchers, doctoral students and
other university staff with an interest in digital
research material.
SND’s second annual National Researchers Workshop
took place on November 11. The participants came from
all parts of Sweden, and the workshop also attracted
participants from outside of SND’s three main areas.
The theme for the 2014 workshop was “conditions and
guidelines for providing access to research material”.
The day began with a joint morning session containing presentations by four speakers. The event
was introduced by SND who warmly welcomed the
participants, and a presentation of the Swedish research
infrastructure for providing access to research material.
The presentation focused on SND’s role in the Swedish
research infrastructure and news regarding SND’s work
on updating support to researchers and launching the
data management resourses.

Future Guidelines
Kristina Ullgren from the University of Gothenburg
then talked about current legislation covering research
material. She explained about how research material has
to be managed and when certain legislation applies to
particular material. This included public access to and
secrecy of research material, and what this may mean
for the researcher. The participants asked questions
concerning the implications fo this for their own research. The workshop moved on from legal matters to
focusing on the future conditions and guidelines for
increased access to research results.
The first presentation on this topic was made by
Vinnova’s national contact for Horizon 2020, Johan
Lindberg, who focused on Open Access. Johan began
with a brief presentation of Vinnova and its commitment
and connection to open-access data in Sweden. The
next presentation focused more on EU’s new framework
programme for research and innovation, Horizon 2020,
which has an Open Research Data Pilot in certain calls

for proposals, which requires data management plans
to be produced. Anna Wetterbom from the Swedish
Research Council adressed the Swedish guidelines that
the Research Council has been asked to draft. She
briefly described this task and how they had carried it
out, and what challenges and potential it would mean
for the whole research community. The draft was nearly
completed, and Anna urged everyone to read it when
it was issued by the Research Council for consultation.
Researchers have also commented on the guidelines on
the Research Council website.

Problems Highlighted
After the joint morning session, the day continued with
two parallel tracks, one focusing on the value of and
conditions for secondary research and the other on opportunities and problems in reusing qualitative research
material. These tracks contained more interaction and
discussion between the participants in the workshop
with brief presentation, by two researchers in each track
concerning their experiences.
The first track highlighted problems and advantages
of secondary research, and the speakers addressed the
problem of the production and application context and
what happens if research scientists are recognised for
their efforts in collecting data. It is always difficult to
see possible future areas of use during the production
phase, and it can feel difficult to carry out the collection
of research material if some persons can take shortcuts
to the material of others.

Satisfied Participants
The second track explored the options for making qualitative research material available to other researchers.
There was concern about the possibility of a loss of information between the person who collects material and
the one who then uses it, particularly with regard to the
context underlying the observations. Another problem
concerned whether avatars and “nicks” (user names) on
forums and in computer games are to be regarded as personal data, as they are an extension of someone’s persona.
After the workshop, an evaluation form was sent to
everyone who had attended, and they were largely satisfied with the 2014 event. They suggested possible topics
for the 2015 workshop and what they would like to hear
more about. There were also parts that the participants
felt should be improved, and these will be addressed
in the preparations for the 2015 National Researchers
Workshop.
9

Discussion Forum:

Access to Research Data
SND issued invitations to an informal discussion
forum on November 12 with the following description: “Exchange of information ahead of the introduction of national guidelines for open access to research data. How can the research infrastructures,
university libraries and university archives collaborate? What is being done? What do we want? How
can the present-day research infrastructures help in
building additional resources? An open discussion
on how we can find common solutions to common
problems.”
Around 30 participants attended from more than
ten universities and organisations, mainly in archive,
library and other research-supporting positions.
A Positive Day
The forum began with the identification of important issues to be addressed in the discussions during
the day. SND was then presented, followed by four
brief presentations of ongoing research-data related
projects from Lund University Library, Library
of the University of Gothenburg, the Chalmers
Library and the Library of Swedish University of
Agricultural Sciences.
SND provided further information on the possibility of describing research data and making it available via SND, searchability nationally and internationally and so on. After lunch SND’s lawyer joined the
panel to answer questions, and a lively discussion
followed.
An e-mail list for the group and other interested
was proposed, and it was suggested that the next
meeting be held as soon as April.
A positive day that confirmed that there is great
need for and benefit from an exchange of experience
on various issues concerning research data for archives, libraries, grant offices and so on and infrastructure organisations such as SND.
10

yiHow

can we design the
support that researchers
need? That was one of the
questions the SND staff
discussed with the invited
participants at the forum. y

Proposal for National Guidelines on
Open Access to Research Data
Based on the European Commission’s recommendations to
the Member States, the Swedish Research Council had a remit
to formulate national guidelines on open access to scientific information in 2014. The guidelines cover both research results and research
data from publicly funded research.
The Research Council invited the three national infrastructures BILS, ECDS, and SND to
attend a special meeting on the draft guidelines in April. There was then an opportunity
to submit comments to the Research Council, which SND did in June. The Research
Council opened a web forum for comments on the next version of the proposal which
came in October, and SND again contributed with comments and suggestions.
Extract from the summary of the Proposal for national guidelines
on open access to scientific information:
The basic principle in the proposed national guidelines is that
y
y

scientific information and artistic works as well as
research data underlying scientific publications,

which are the result of publicly funded research, should be
openly accessible.
It is stated in the proposal that Sweden’s goal should be
for all research data wholly or partially obtained with
public funding to be made openly accessible as quickly
as possible. In the short term it is proposed that pilot
calls should be made over the period 2015–2020 in
some selected fields where there are requirements for
open access to research data.
SND welcomed Anna Wetterbom to present the proposed
national guidelines by webcast at SND’s National Researcher
Workshop on November 11, one of the few occasions
where the Research Council had an opportunity to present the
national guidelines and meet the public and researchers directly.
The proposal was submitted to the Government on January 15,
2015. This means that Sweden is now taking a significant step towards more open and accessible forms of publishing scientific data.
– It should be obvious that publically funded research data should be
made openly available, says SND’s director Hans Jørgen Marker.
He is delighted that Sweden moves in the same direction as many other
stake holders on in the global arena.
– It is important that the guidelines for open access are established in the
Swedish scientific context, in order for Sweden to get in line with what is happening
internationally, he explains.
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SUPER ELECTION YEAR

Focus on Election Datasets
As 2014 was what is referred to in Sweden as a
“super election year”, with elections at four levels
(EU, Swedish Parliament, county councils, and
municipalities) in one calendar year, SND updated
its theme page on electoral data during the spring.
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The theme page illustrates research material available
at SND, as well as national and international
resources in the area of electoral research. The page
is intended as a resource for both students and
researchers interested in finding new materials
and gaining a greater insight into materials that
is not always obvious. snd.gu.se/sv/tema/

org
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It also identifies the context of Swedish
electoral research from an international
perspective, and enables comparative studies
to be made between countries. In addition, the
theme page highlights SND’s own resource
“We want … – Swedish party programmes
and election manifestos”, and provides
links to other resources, in the other Nordic
countries and elsewhere. snd.gu.se/sv/vivill

The theme page for the year also featured an interview with Sören Holmberg of
ldata
ska va
(Valu)
r
a
the University of Gothenburg, the doyen
g
nin
ersök
d
n
lu
a
ok
of Swedish electoral research, on various
:s vall
r
a
g
aspects of elections and the emergence of
knin
dersö
al
v
/
-valun
a
electoral research in Sweden. SND also
a
m
n
ingar
/sv/te
e
rsökn
s
.
e
d
u
n
asked Sören to predict the outcome of
lu
snd.g
edieva
the elections and possible forms of cross-party coe
tensiv
operation. There were also other related interviews
An ex ble
N
O
I
T
a
I
l
i
D
a
E
with researchers who are responsible for studies for
v
ial is a
can
ECIAL
yiSP -data mater rious, you
the European Parliament, and various large datasets
n
cu
e
ties w s
electio If you are
r
a
p
l
explained in more detail as Data of the Month, in the
lt
ica
D.
at SN what polit hat the resu
t
w
u
d
,
o
n
months leading up to the elections.
e
a
,
av
find
d to h lar election ifestos
e
s
u
e
an
icu
snd.gu.se/sv/catalogue/manadens-data
onc
and m
a part
he

12

t
s
n
were i ty program me. Bearing ure
r
i
a
t
broch l
how p anged over
ind, a
m
h
teria
c
n
i
e
v
n
ha
tio
his ma
c
t
e
l
t
e
u
o
h
s
b
Swedi ormation a 4.y
nf
01
i
2
h
t
n
i
i
w
hed
s
i
l
b
u
was p

i

Download folders, booklets and annual reports:
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2014 saw a new field of data entering the
data collections at SND: linguistics. Fruitful cooperation with the African section at
the University of Gothenburg Department
of Languages and Literatures has begun.
A number of datasets from documentation
projects targeting African minority languages
from the Bantu family have been published.
One such study is SND 0940, which contains five
datasets on various aspects of the Central African language Mpiemo, ranging from phonetic elicitation to a word list and some
stories.
Cooperation with the Lund University Church History Archive continued in 2014 and resulted in one published study (Questions Concerning
Religious Conceptions and Church Customs, SND 0923) and another
one well on its way (The Sweden Count 2000, SND 0949).
Institutional Trust is a series of studies ranging from SND 0950–0963
examining public trust in social institutions, political parties, media, and
companies in Sweden over the period 2000 to 2013.
Being a year of two elections, national elections (parliamentary, county
council, municipal) and elections to the European Parliament, 2014 also
saw two new exit poll surveys added to SND’s collections. SND 0947 is
the European parliamentary elections survey, while SND 0969 contains
data from the elections to the Swedish Parliament.
The health sciences team has spent considerable time working on the
large cohort study H70, which studies normative ageing in 70-year-old
populations, focusing on both medical and cognitive measures. The study
(SND 0016) is not available at present as the work is yet to be completed.
The study Antioxidants During Stapedotomy (SND 0974) contains
data on the possibility of preventing trauma to the inner ear during
stapedotomy, a surgical method designed to counteract hearing loss
that results from the disease otosclerosis. Such trauma can sometimes
result in decreased ability to hear high frequencies, in practice causing a
decline in hearing instead of an improvement.
On the archaeological side a large number of GIS-based studies have
been published, all of which belong to a collection pertaining to the
“Ostlänken” Railway Corridor in south-eastern Sweden.
13

NATIONAL COOPERATION

SND Taking Part in the National Networks
There are several key players that SND needs to work in close
cooperation with, such as funding agencies, data producers,
archives, libraries, museums, and universities.
BILS and ECDS
BILS (Bioinformatics Infrastructure for
Life Sciences) is a distributed national research infrastructure providing
bioinformatics support to life science
researchers in Sweden. ECDS (Environment Climate Data Sweden) is a
service facilitating access to environment- and climate-related research
data. During the year SND have had
several meetings with staff from these
two other national research infrastructures.
The National Archives
SND is active in the Digisam Network
for EU projects and participated in the
Digisam workshop on infrastructure
for digital cultural heritage, Stockholm, October 6.
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SIMSAM
During 2014 SND participated in
the coordination group of SIMSAM
(Swedish Initiative for Research on
Microdata in the Social And Medical Sciences). It is a network initiative
from the Swedish Research Council
aimed at facilitating interdisciplinary
register-based research in Sweden.

ORDER
The ORDER (Open Research Data in
E-archives for Reuse) network was formed after a workshop at Luleå University of Technology in April 2012.
ORDER is a network for issues concerning the management of, and access
Statistics Sweden
to, research data in a broader perspecSND works together with Statistics tive.
Sweden (SCB) in the project Data
without Boundaries.
SNIC
SND paricipated in the SNIC User FoThe National Library
rum in Linköping, December 15–16.
SND participated in the annual Mötes- SNIC (Swedish National Infrastructuplats Open Access in Växjö April 1–2. re for Computing) provides SND with
The Research Council and the Na- storage capabilities in the Swestore
tional Library initiated “Infrastruktur project.

rättigheter

forskningsdata
publikationer

för forskningsinformation i Sverige”
(IFFIS). SND participated in the first
conference in Stockholm, October 21.

FOLDER Search services
for data archives and
research infrastructures.

NATIONAL PROJECTS
SIMSAM-INFRA
During the year the Research Council took over responsibility for the website registerforskning.se from SIMSAM-INFRA. The website has undergone further development, and the plans include creating a portal for
research, linked to the application procedure.
SIMSAM-INFRA has provided support in this work.
The information data repository has also been developed in the new portal. In cooperation with the graduate
school SINGS, SIMSAM-INFRA has produced an information film on register-based research and has planned
development of the information parts of registerforskning.se with films and other information material linked
to specific registers. A prototype for the cancer register
has been produced.
Another central area is exchange of knowledge and
experience of data management in register-based research, both within and outside SIMSAM. As part of this,
a group of data managers has been formed in SIMSAM,
and a workshop will be held in the spring of 2015.
The project manager in SIMSAM-INFRA has assisted
as expert in Bengt Westberg’s report SOU 2014:45, “Unique knowledge through register research”, and has been
active in close cooperation with the Government and the
Ministry of Education in influencing the adoption of European regulations on personal-data protection. These
efforts have been focused on retaining the possibility of
register-based research with European regulation.
In addition to this, discussions have taken place regarding SND’s role in collaboration about register-research issues. SIMSAM INFRA’s project manager also contributed
to a large number of conferences and training programmes concerning register-based research during the year.

yIBERGEN The staff in the CESSDA house in Bergen is

Nina Bakanova, Eleanor Smith, and Paul Jackson. Read
more on page 16.y

CESSDA (Swedish Service Provider)
The Council of European Social Science Data Archives is a European Research Infrastructure in which the
Research Council manages the Swedish membership
and has designated SND as its Service Provider.
As such, SND has worked towards fulfilling the
CESSDA requirements regarding services, collaborations, and the certification of these. SND participates
in activities such as expert seminars, submission of
project applications and policy development, and in
practical tasks, such as developing the CESSDA web
portal and making metadata accessible for harvesting.

MANDATES NATIONAL COOPERATION
Hans Jørgen Marker
yICo-opted to the Board of Environment Climate Data Sweden, ECDS
y IMember of the external reference group for PERSONA, the new webbased system for registration and linking developed by the Demographic
Data Base in Umeå
Sofia Arvidsson
yIMember of the Education Committee for the Master’s programme/
research education at the Swedish School of Library and Information
Science, University of Borås
Ulf Jakobsson
yIMember of the scientific and user reference group for the Strategic
Environmental Archaeology Database, SEAD
Elisabeth Strandhagen
yIAffiliate of the Steering Committee for SIMSAM nodes,
Chair of the Swedish Epidemiological Association

SWE-CLARIN
CLARIN (Common Language Technology
and Resources Infrastructure) is a European Research Infrastructure Consortium the Swedish member of which is
SWE-CLARIN.
SWE-CLARIN was initiated in 2014
with funding from the Research Council,
and the first SWE-CLARIN workshop
was held in Uppsala on November 13, in
conjunction with SLTC 2014, the Fifth
Swedish Language Technology Conference. SND participated in the poster session
with a poster describing our operations
and our role as infrastructure centre in
SWE-CLARIN.
SND also shares the national project
management with Språkbanken, and
an initial planning meeting was held on
December 5. SND is currently the only
infrastructure centre in SWE-CLARIN.
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INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
A central role for SND is to ensure that international, digital research
data become easily accessible to Swedish researchers, and to
facilitate the reuse and citation of Swedish research data internationally.
Hence, international collaborations are essential for SND.

T

hrough its international network, SND is kept up to
date regarding relevant new methods and tools that
can improve or extend the organisation’s services. Furthermore, international cooperation is one of the main
sources of on-the-job training for SND’s employees.

DDI Alliance (the Data Documentation Initiative). SND
is member of the DDI Alliance, an international initiative to create an international standard for describing
data from the social, behavioural, and economic sciences. Read more on pages 18–19.

CESSDA (Consortium of European Social Science Data
Archives) was established in June 2013 as a permanent
legal entity owned and financed by the individual member
states’ Ministries of Research or a delegated institution.
Each member is represented by a national institution, a
Service Provider, which is responsible for providing relevant services. SND is the Swedish Service Provider. Norway is hosting CESSDA, and the main offices are located
in Bergen. The major objective for CESSDA is to provide
seamless access to data across repositories, nations, languages, and research purposes. Between 1976 and 2013
CESSDA served as an informal umbrella organisation for
the European national data archives.

ICPSR SND administers the Swedish membership in
ICPSR (Inter-university Consortium for Political and
Social Research) which includes 29 Swedish universities
and university colleges.
Through its membership, Swedish researchers and students have free access to ICPSR’s data collections and a reduced course fee to ICPSR’s Summer Program in Quantitative Methods of Social Research.

DataCite SND is member of DataCite, an organisation
which aims to establish easier access to data, increase the
acceptance of research data as legitimate contributions
in the scholarly record, and to support data archiving
that will permit results to be verified and re-purposed
for future study. This is primarily achieved by allocating
and using permanent identifiers, in this case DOI (Digital Object Identifiers).

IASSIST Several members of SND’s employees are members of IASSIST (International Association for Social
Science Information Services & Technology). IASSIST
8
is an organisation for employees from the data services and users of resources around the world. The annual IASSIST conference provides an important forum
for exchanging experiences and knowledge of data and
related technologies.

IFDO SND is a member of IFDO (International Federation of Data Organisations). IFDO organises data services globally and supports, inter alia, method development and method exchange.

SND Sends Students
Oversea to Improve
Their Skills

16

The annual Summer Program includes a number of lectures and
workshops during two four-week
sessions plus some
forty three- or
five-day workshops. SND awards
scholarships for participating in the
ICPSR Summer Program.
The scholarships can be applied

for by doctoral students and junior
and postdoctoral researchers from
Swedish academic institutions, and
cover course fees, accommodation,
and travel expenses.
In 2014 SND awarded nine scholarships to Summer Program participants.

INTERNATIONAL MANDATES

yISomething to say. SND’s director attended EUDAT’s third

conference. “The people, the traditions, the knowledge, the
ways of working: that kind of infrastructure is not easily built.
You need the same organisations functioning for the five years
it takes to build the organisation in the first place,” Hans
Jørgen Marker said.yIRead more on http://www.eudat.eu

RDA The Research Data Alliance builds social and technical bridges that enables open sharing of data. Their
vision is that researchers and innovators openly share
data across technologies, disciplines, and countries in
order to address the grand challenges of society. Several
of SND’s employees are members of RDA.
Further International Contacts
SND has participated in activities arranged by EUDAT
and RECODE. 16
EUDAT (European Data Infrastructure) aims to support a collaborative data infrastructure
which will allow researchers to share data within and
between communities and enable them to carry out their
research effectively.
RECODE (Policy Recommendations for Open Access
to Research Data in Europe) addresses challenges within
the open access and data dissemination and preservation
sector and produces policy recommendations for open
access to research data based on existing good practice.

Hans Jørgen Marker
yIMember of the Board of Directors of
CESSDA AS
yIDDI Alliance Member Representative
for SND
yIMember of “Kildeindtastningskomiteen”
steering group for the Danish Demographic
Database (DDD)
yICooperating Editor for the journal
“Historical Social Research”
yIMember of the International Advisory
Group for Digital Repository of Ireland
yIAuditor for DataCite
Iris Alfredsson
yIMember of DDI Alliance Expert Committee
yIOfficial Representative (OR) for the Swedish
ICPSR membership
Stefan Ekman
yIMember of the DDI Alliance Controlled
Vocabularies Working Group
yIHead of the Fantasy Literature Division of
the International Association for the Fantastic
in the Arts (until March 2014)
yIMember of the Advisory Board for “Fafnir:
Nordic Journal for Science Fiction and
Fantasy Research”
Johan Fihn
yIMember of the DDI Alliance Technical
Committee
yIChair of the DDI Alliance Developers Group
yIMember of IASSIST 2014 Programme
Committee
yIMember of EDDI 2014 Programme Committee

yISND participate. Daniela Andrén from Örebro University,

Sweden (second from the right), takes part in the SERSCIDA
Dissemination Conference, listening to the presentation about
achievements of the project, Sarajevo May 29, 2014. Together
with (from left) Martin Stringfellow, Office of National Statistics UK, Louise Corti and Hilary Beedham (both UK Data Archive), and Tomaž Smrekar, Statistical office of Republic of Slovenia.y Read more about SERSCIDA on following pages.

Stephanie Roth
yIScientific Committee member LREC, Conference on Language Resources and Evaluation
yIDDI Alliance Web Site Maintenance Group
member
yIEUON (European Ontology Network) Steering Committee member (as of September 2014)
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INTERNATIONAL PROJECTS

Playing an important
role in major projects
The following DASISH
deliverables were finalised during the year:

After three productive and successful years the project finished at the end of 2014. The year saw a number of DASISH
events, beginning with the annual Conference in Barcelona
in January. Early in the year, the previous project coordinator Michelle Coldrey left her position at SND to be replaced
by Daniel Knezevic.
As the project was in its last year, most of the deliverables
were completed. Remaining deliverables were submitted in
the weeks before and after the DASISH final conference.
The DASISH project ended with a two-day conference at
the University of Gothenburg School of Business, Economics and Law. Some 50 participants presented their work
in the four areas of the DASISH project, namely Data Quality, Data Archiving, Data Access and Legal and Ethical
Aspects. Presentations were supplemented by demonstrations by those WPs for which this was possible.
Many interesting presentations alternated with questions from the audience and a panel discussion with the
Scientific Board. The presentations and questions from
the audience provided a good overall picture of what had
been achieved in the DASISH project. It was, in fact, not
until the conference that many persons were able to gain
a deeper understanding of how the parts actually fit together. Peter Mohler from the Advisory Board gave a closing
speech in which he emphasised how everyone in DASISH had
done a good job and that there is no similar project today.
www.dasish.eu

A fieldwork monitoring
application for
decentralised
surveys.
A list of recommended
deposit services for
Social Sciences &
Humanities
A report about preservation policy rules (preservation challenges)
A Trust Federation Report
A PID (Persistent
Identifier) services report
A report on metadata
quality improvement
A portal progress report
A workflow requirements
and application report
The DASISH Web Annotation (DWAN) framework
A set of course modules
A compendium of
workshop reports
A list of relevant
conferences
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The DASISH project was coordinated by SND. DASISH
(Data Service Infrastructure for the Social Sciences and
the Humanities) brought together the five ESFRI infrastructures within Social Science and Humanities, to find
common solutions to common problems.

yIFINAL CONFERENCE
Pictures taken by SND’s staff
at the Gothenburg event.yI

SERSCIDA Support for Establishment of National/Regional Social Sciences Data Archives. The FP7 project SERSCIDA
(January 2012 – June 2014) aimed at supporting cooperation
and exchange of knowledge between the Council of European
Social Sciences Data Archives (CESSDA) and the Western
Balkan Countries in the field of social science data archiving. The aim of the project was to facilitate an increase
in sharing and preservation of research data, and raise
awareness and support for open-access policies, as well as
establishing new data services in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Croatia, and Serbia.
The University of Sarajevo (Bosnia and Herzegovina)
coordinated the project, with the University of Zagreb
(Croatia) and the Institute of Economic Sciences Belgrade
(Serbia) as partners, along with CESSDA members ADP
(Slovenia), UKDA (United Kingdom), FORS (Switzerland),
and SND. SND’s effort was 5.6 person-months.
The project mapped potential for development and needs
for digital social science data services in Bosnia and Her-

zegovina, Croatia, and Serbia, employing a survey of researchers as well as interviews with various stakeholders.
The results were presented at an international conference
in Belgrade and discussed in four National Round Tables
with policy makers, research institutions, and service providers such as computer centres and research libraries.
Another part of the project was dedicated to building the
technological and organisational capacities and arranging
training activities for increased data-management competency. Workshops on the setting-up and running of data services, as well as on data processing and metadata creation
were conducted, and the training materials are freely available online. At high-level meetings with representatives
from the future data archives and their support organisations, experts from CESSDA members shared their experiences on how data services are structured, funded, and
governed. One such meeting, focusing on political support,
legal regulations, and national and EU-level cooperation,
was hosted by SND in November 2013.
The project’s final phase was dedicated to the creation of
a data-archive prototype database. Three websites showcase
the basic services and policies of the new data archives, and
provide links to useful information concerning data use, data
management, and best practice for the research communities
in the local language and in English. In May 2014, the final
project conference was arranged in Sarajevo, with 67 participants from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Serbia, Switzerland, Slovenia, Sweden, and United Kingdom. Project results
were presented to a range of stakeholders and the future development of data services in the Western Balkans was discussed.
The experience, organisational documents, and methodology developed within the SERSCIDA project paved the
way for further development of data services in the Western
Balkan countries and beyond.
www.serscida.eu/en/
eCloud Europeana Cloud is a project aimed at developing
Europeana, a database of more than 30 million records of
cultural-heritage objects, into a suitable tool for researchers
in the humanities and social sciences. This includes a cloud
service with material and metadata, and an online service to
assist researchers in their work with the material, in a digital platform called Europeana Research. 2014 was eCloud’s
second year, and saw the FP7 project entering a somewhat
quiet phase for SND.
A report on case studies of how innovative digital tools
and services can be used by researchers in the humanities
and social sciences dominated the eCloud work in late 2013
and early 2014. The project had its first Plenary in Athens on
March 18, and SND was represented. Most of SND’s work
in 2014 concerned tasks related to dissemination of information regarding eCloud and Europeana Research. We also
contributed to a report on the content evaluation of Europeana in relation to various research fields (Deliverable 1.4).
pro.europeana.eu/web/europeana-cloud

DwB Data without Boundaries is an FP7 project aimed at facilitating access to and research on microdata from European
data archives (DAs) and national statistical institutions
(NSIs). The spring and summer of 2014 contained work on
a report that identified and discussed future needs and best
practices regarding the harmonisation of metadata between
DAs and NSIs. During the autumn, some preparations were
made for a final report that is due in the first quarter of 2015.
www.dwbproject.org
ARIADNE Advanced Research Infrastructure for Archaeological Dataset Networking in Europe (ARIADNE). The
international ARIADNE project, funded by the European
Commission under the Community’s Seventh Framework
Programme, is now halfway through its project period. The
project was launched in Rome on February 7, 2013. SND is
involved in six of its seventeen work packages.
Several surveys were conducted in 2013, and the results
were presented in spring 2014. The information from the
surveys has been used to provide ideas on what the archaeological community expects from the project. Since one of
the most important features of the project is improved services to access existing data and expertise, the first step in the
ARIADNE archaeological dataset integration will consist in
enabling resource discovery, that is, providing mechanisms
to identify whether data about a certain topic exist; where
they are located; and what they describe.
This service will rely on the ARIADNE Registry, which
will catalogue all archaeological data resources allowed to
be listed there. The Registry will be based on the partners,
and SND has so far uploaded metadata to 434 archaeological surveys from its catalogue. The construction of this
Registry is under way and is just the first step in the planned integration. A second step will rely on semantics. This
includes a standardised and exhaustive way of describing
data based on the CIDOC CRM. This is currently being extended to meet the specific needs of archaeological investigations, including information from archaeological sciences
as well as from digital methodologies used to capture the
appearance of artefacts, monuments, and sites, and enable
remote study of objects, standing structures and landscapes.
www.ariadne-infrastructure.eu
Making Nordic Health Data Visible is a NordForsk-funded
Nordic cooperation project, involving the data archives in
Norway (NSD), Finland (FSD), and Denmark (DDA). The
final outcomes will be a report and a prototype for a web
portal for Nordic health data. The prototype should be developed in tandem with the new CESSDA portal (developed
in the DwB-project) and be based on existing technology and
vocabularies. Primarily a portal for metadata – with common
vocabulary and keywords searchable in all archives. The main
target group is researchers. The plan is to use RDF technology
that follows open standards and joint controlled vocabulary.
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DDI

The Data Documentation Initiative Moving Forward
DDI is an XML-based international standard for describing data. DDI was
initially meant for describing social science data, but while the focus is still
on social and behavioural science, DDI is being continuously broadened in
order to cover a broader variety of types of data and fields of research.

DDI in SND’s activities SND is a member of the DDI Alliance, and several members of staff are actively involved
in developing the standard. The DDI metadata standard is
used in several areas within SND. We use the DDI Lifecycle
standard to document research data and describe studies on
our website. The SND Internal Management System (SIMS)
is based on DDI Lifecycle. DDI Codebook is used as a metadata transport format between SIMS and the DDI Codebook-based Nesstar Publisher, which, among other things,
is used for publishing in the CESSDA Portal.
SND also uses DDI Lifecycle as a base format for transformations of metadata into other formats, like MARCXML and DataCite, as well as generating our code-books,
which are published on our website. As both DDI and SND
are constantly developing, new areas and new types of data
where DDI is used are being added.
DDI and geospatial information At the time of the first
deposition of archaeological data in 2011, SIMS was only
adapted to quantitative social science data using the DDI as
a base metadata specification. Several major changes and

Further Background
DDI currently consists of two separate lines of development, both of which are used and are being
continuously developed. DDI Codebook (DDI 2) is a
simpler version focused on the archiving/documentation of survey data, having an after-the-fact approach
leaving it to cover very little of what happens prior to
the documentation stage.
DDI Lifecycle (DDI 3+) is significantly more extensive, and covers the whole data life cycle, from research idea, to archiving and repurposing – the contents of DDI Codebook as well as conceptualisation
of surveys, collection, data management, analysis,
dissemination and archiving – and is more focused
on machine actionability and management.
This approach enables reusability and documentation of metadata throughout the data life cycle,
20
question
banks, complex longitudinal data, data and
metadata in several languages, among other things.

additions to the internal management system, but also to
SND’s web catalogue, were neccessary: adaptation to the
concept “Geographical information” such as coordinates,
bounding boxes, bounding polygons; administrative areas
in hierarchies (church parish, civil parish, provinces, counties, municipalities); map search and so on. The different
concepts that were needed can be described using the DDI
metadata specification.
An administrative area can be described with a set of
coordinates and a radius or with what is known as a bounding box. A bounding box is a set of north, south, east, and
west coordinates defining a rectangle and, as well as defining administrative areas, can be used to define areas not
defined by place names, for example the excavation site for
an archaeological survey. There are limitations when using
bounding boxes, however. For example, if a bounding box
for Sweden is used, half of Norway and a major part of the
Baltic Sea will also be included.
A better way of defining some types of geographical areas
such as an excavation area is to use bounding polygons
which are defined by a closed plane figure bounded by
at least three sets of coordinates and therefore three or
more line segments representing a geographic area. These
geographic boundaries (such as bounding box and bounding
polygon) can also be used to describe an area for a specific
time if the value of geographic time is added, which is useful
since geographic boundaries may change over time. Several
geographic boundaries can be used to describe changes over
time in an area.
DDI moving forward Next version of DDI Lifecycle is planned for release in spring 2015. While the work on the DDI
3 branch of DDI Lifecycle will progress, a great many development resources within the DDI Alliance are devoted
to the DDI Moving Forward project, focusing on the next
major version of the DDI Lifecycle branch.
The following description of the development work with
DDI moving forward is available from the DDI Alliance
website: “In planning for future development of the DDI
metadata standards, the DDI Alliance has decided that the
next version of the DDI specification will be based on an
information model.”

yIDAGSTUHL DISCUSSIONS.

From the left: Mogens Grosen
Nielsen, Katja Johanna Moilanen,
Alina Danciu, Simon Saint-Georges,
Prasai Nilam, Martin Brandhagen,
Arofan Gregory, James Ng.y

Discussions at Workshop in Dagstuhl
In October SND staff members
took part in a one-week workshop
at Schloss Dagstuhl, Leibnitz Center for Informatics, in Germany.
A total of 21 participants from twelve countries gathered to swap experiences and learn more about DDI.
The participants had different backgrounds and experience of different
data types and areas, which provided great opportunities to discuss
common and differing experiences.
Under the title “DDI: Facilitating
Process and Metadata-Driven Automation in the Social, Economic, and
Behavioral Sciences with the Data

Documentation Initiative” there was
discussion of how the DDI standard can best be applied and how it
can be used together with programs
based on the format.
Improving Reuse of Data
The course focused on the introduction of DDI Lifecycle (DDI version
3.2), which offers a detailed model
of metadata throughout the research
process through conceptualisation of
surveys, collection, data management,
analysis, dissemination and archiving.
Participants also presented real

This is a common strategy for standards development
and it offers several benefits: improved communication with
other disciplines and standards efforts, flexibility in terms
of technical expressions of the model, streamlined development and maintenance, among others.
Goals for the new model-based specification include:
yIComplete

data life cycle coverage.

yIBroadened
yIRobust

focus on new research domains.

and persistent data model (for the metadata),
extension possibilities, implementation for different
technologies.

cases from their own activities,
which were then discussed in breakout groups in order to learn more
about how DDI can be applied to
these practical examples to facilitate
and improve documentation, reuse
and archiving.
The fundamentals of XML were
also addressed in the course. The instructors during the workshop were
Arofan Gregory from the Open
Data Foundation, Jon Johnson from
the Centre for Longitudinal Studies, London, Wendy Thomas from
the University of Minnesota, and
Joachim Wackerow from the German data archive GESIS.

yISimpler specification that is easier to understand
and use, including better documentation.
The work on the next version of DDI has progressed
through a series of “sprints” to focus intensively on task
completion and make good progress. Sprints provide a fixed
time period to focus on a specific set of goals for the project.
SND has been involved in several of the sprints and has
thus had the opportunity to make its mark on the next version, where the first draft of the basic model is expected to
be published in early 2015.
Read more about DDI Moving Forward on the DDI
Alliance website: www.ddialliance.org/ddi-moving
-forward-process-summary
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DISSEMINATION STATISTICS

Record Number of Orders in 2014
2014 saw a strengthening of the positive trend in data reuse. There was a significant
increase in the number of Swedish and foreign researchers who ordered data from SND.
In 2014 SND received a total of 472 orders, a substantial increase on the previous year and a new record.
A total of 1,517 data sets were supplied during the year.
Of the 472 orders placed in 2014, 368 were completed, 73 were cancelled and 31 were still active at the end
of year. The most common reason for orders being cancelled is that the person placing the order has not been
in contact again after having submitted the order form.
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One hundred persons chose to order an Open Data account
for downloading data through SND in 2014, compared with
115 in 2013, 76 in 2012 and 45 in 2011.
The difference from the previous year is small, but a possible explanation for the small decrease since 2013 may be
that more directly downloadable datasets were made available
during the year, for example Institutional Trust, which does
not require any Open Data registration.
Several archaeological GIS materials were made freely available for downloading from the SND website during the year.
For technical reasons, no comprehensive statistics for 2014
are available on the number of downloads for the entire year.
The number of downloads of GIS data was 1,318 in November
and 1,436 in December.
A total of 795 direct downloads of non-GIS material were
also made. The most downloaded of these were Memorialisation in Norrtälje, Mariehamn and Pargas 1881–1939 (SND
0918) with 540 downloads, and among other directly down22

2013

2014

loadable data the Institutional Trust Survey is notable with
176 downloads during the year.

Requestors
A total of 241 orders received in 2014 came from Swedish
universities. Of these, 120 were researchers and 121 were
students. Persons working in Swedish organisations and authorities outside of academia placed 34 orders. Researchers
outside Sweden accounted for 56 orders, and students outside Sweden placed 15 orders.
The increase compared to the previous year was particularly
clear among researchers operating in Sweden, with a rise
from 78 orders in the previous year to 120 in 2014.
The largest group, students at Swedish universities, was
slightly down on the previous year, from 136 orders in 2013
to 121 in 2014.
Orders placed by the group of researchers outside Sweden
increased from 30 in 2013 to 56 in 2014, while orders from
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the group of students outside Sweden
fell from 29 to 15.
The university accounting for the
highest number of orders, as in previous years, is the University of Gothenburg, with 139. Other universities
which, as in previous years, account
for a significant proportion of orders
are Uppsala University, Stockholm
University, and Lund University.
The greatest increase in the number
of orders came from Uppsala University, with 41 orders in 2014 compared
to 24 in 2013. Stockholm University
and Lund University were at a similar
level to the previous year.

Requested Studies

As in previous years, the studies in
greatest demand are those that form
part of various series. The two series
with by far the greatest number of orders are National SOM (Society, Opinion and Mass Media Surveys) and
Swedish Election Studies, but Swedish
Electoral Data, the Swedish part of the
International Social Survey Programme (ISSP) and SVT Exit Poll Surveys
were also subjects of a large number of
orders in 2014.
Compared to previous years it is to
a large extent the same series that are
in demand, with an increased number of orders for the various electoral
surveys, probably due to increased
interest in connection with the “super election year” of 2014.
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ORDERS FROM SWEDISH UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES

University of Gothenburg
Uppsala University
Stockholm University
Lund University
Linneaus University
Umeå University
Linköping University
Stockholm School of Economics
Luleå University of Technology
Örebro University
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences
Malmö University
Södertörn University
Mid Sweden University
Chalmers University of Technology
Uppsala University – Gotland Campus
Kristianstad University
Ersta Sköndal University College
University of Borås
Halmstad University
Dalarna University
Royal Institute of Technology (KTH)
Karlstad University
Växjö University
Mälardalen University
Swedish National Defence College
University West
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Jönköping University
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The number of orders of datasets from National SOM decreased in 2014 compared to the previous year. This is likely due
to an increase in orders of the SOM Institute Cumulative Dataset.
The SOM Institute Cumulative Dataset is included in the
National SOM series and contains questions asked frequently
over the years in National SOM. This means that some users can
order the SOM Institute Cumulative Dataset instead of several
National SOM datasets.
Some other requested studies that do not form part of series are:
The Database Sweden 1570–1810: population, agriculture, land
ownership, Questions Concerning Religious Conceptions and
Church Customs, Separation and Men’s Violence against Women,

and Academics During the 90ies – A study of working conditions
for members of the Swedish Confederation of Professional Associations (SACO).
Another single study of interest is The Swedish Level of Living
Survey. The Swedish Level of Living Survey was in 2011 the sixth
most disseminated study/series. In the spring 2012, however, the
Swedish Data Inspection Board decided that SND is no longer
allowed to disseminate personal data.
As a consequence SND cannot disseminate The Swedish Level
of Living Survey any more. We still note great interest for the
study. In 2014 we received 17 inquiries of The Swedish Level of
Living Survey, which we had to deny.

SERIES

2014 2013 2012 2011 2010
389
474
391
566 421
355
294
313
138 179
157
33
55
84 123
133
47
52
204
89
81
59
99
78
55
35
26
36
21
17
31
52
31
45
2
27
29
6
1
3
25
10
6
33
29

National SOM – Society, Opinion and Mass Media Surveys
Swedish National Election Studies – Parliamentary Elections
SVT Exit Poll Surveys
Swedish Electoral Data
International Social Survey Programme*
Welfare State Surveys
Western SOM
Swedish National Election Studies – European Parliament Elections
Census of the Population
European Social Surveys*

16

6

Institutional Trust**

15
8

10

Citizen Surveys

6
12

5

8

*Also available via Open Data
**Also freely available for downloading

2014 IN FIGURES
Studies deposited at SND
– of which are new for 2014
Datasets deposited at SND
– of which are new for 2014
External studies described in SND’s catalouge

TOTAL HUM MED
1060
489
27
133
94
1
1935
623
84
158
111
9
97
14
74

– of which are new for 2014

5

36

Number of deposited studies 2008-2014
600
500

2

400

y

43

SOC
544
38
1246
38
9

133 new studies were deposited at
SND during 2014. Of those, 71%
originated in the Humanities.

300

y

200

In three years the total number
of deposited studies increased
with 98%. Over the past three
years the proportion of studies
from the Humanities increased
from 6% to 46%.
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NUMBER
OF STUDIES

At the end of 2014 67% of all
datasets were completely processed (level 3), i.e. all available
metadata were organised in a
standardised way. Another 5%
of the datasets were under
processing (level 2).

NUMBER OF
VARIABLES

LEVEL 3: TOTAL

637

1,275

193,647

– Humanities

224

334

25,981

– Health Science

17

48

26,032

– Social Sciences

396

893

141,634

LEVEL 2: TOTAL

49

89

42,165

– Humanities

3

4

496

– Health Science

2

4

2,583

44

81

39,086

LEVEL 1: TOTAL

– Social Sciences

370

548

51,507

– Humanities

248

265

360

6

22

4,856

– Health Science

116

261

46,296

TOTAL

1,031

1,912

287,319

y

– Social Sciences

	
  

Most data sets from the Humanities
are available by direct download
(BLUE), while the majority of data
sets from the Social Sciences are
only available via ordering (GREY).
Data from Health Sciences are
generally only described in the SND
web catalogue (YELLOW), and not
available through SND. A number of
data sets from the Social Sciences
are also available via registering in
Open Data (ORANGE).

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Social	
  Sciences	
  

1%	
  

17%	
  
2%	
  

80%	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

2014
500
24
875
344

Number of studies per accessibility levels
Freely accessed for download without registration
Freely accessed via ordering of Open Data
Freely acessed via ordering
Requires premission from the principal investigator
y

NUMBER OF
DATASETS

2013
391
23
856
329

2012
346
21
846
320

2011
8
21
845
309

2010
6
16
839
305

29% of the all accessible datasets were available via direct download.

y

SND Website
snd.gu.se

Changes
2013–2014

2014

2013

Unique page views

34%

175,905

130,984

Unique visitors

75%

54,419

31,108

Number of visitors

62%

70,426

43,386

– from Sweden

72%

55,190

32,141

– from USA

56%

3,196

2,052

– from UK

33%

1,434

1,080

– from Germany

35%

1,062

785

– from Denmark

–6%

618

657

– from Finland

20%

576

479

The use of SND’s website is
steadily increasing. Compared
to the previous year, the number
of unique page views increased
by 34% in 2014. The new web
guide for data management was
launched in November, and was
visited 900 times in the last two
months of the year. The Swedish
Gallup Archive 1942–1954,
launched at the end of 2013, was
visited 2,000 times during 2014.
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ECONOMY
Department

Swedish National Data Service
Actual Results 2014

Budget
Thousand SEK

2014

Total

Base

ICPSR

ESFRI Infra

EU Projects

Deviation

Revenues
Government grants

7,000

Sales
Internal

7,000

7,000

0

55

55

–55

690

Research grants

690

14,289

Swedish Research Council

–14,289
11,500

Transfers
Government contrib. (staff)

350

1,000

Accruals
Write-offs
Depreciation
Total Revenues

0

–142

0

154

0

EU FP7 grants

981

Other funding bodies

446
17,017

2,654

–690

–996

0
0

–25

–90

3,765

14,363

–46

192

192

–238

–342

–504

–504

162

23,629

24,376

17,705

–16,596

–16,737

325

910

5,436

–747

–13,562

–476

–2,700

141

116

156

–3

–36

–116

–257

–387

–338

–2

–48

130

Consumables

–2,118

–2,292

–1,629

–43

-433

174

University OH

–2,282

–2,028

–1,452

–28

–78

–470

–254

1,491

–111

-201

–1,179

0

–107

–570

–124

Expenses
Staffing costs
Personnel vacation dept
Other personnel costs

Internal
Premises

–2,765

–186

–2,641

–1,964

–15

–15

15

388

-392

-392

780

–23,630

–24,376

–17,705

–325

–910

–5,436

746

–1

0

0

0

0

0

–1

163

142

8

134

Scholarships

–163

–142

–8

–134

Net transfers

0

0

0

0

Exchange rates loss
Depreciation
Total Expenses
Net
Transfers
Grants for scholarships

21
–21
0

0

SND is meant to balance expenses and revenues. Ongoing projects are accrued.
SND has a net of 2,680 thousand SEK in accumulated resources.
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0

Budget SND 2015 (thousand SEK)

Base

ICPSR

EU Projects

ESFRI Infra

Total

Revenues
Government grants
Swedish Research Council

7,000
11,500

7,000
350

2,000

13,850

340

4,229

EU
GU co-financing of projects
Project accruals
Write-offs and depreciation
Total Revenues

145
2,073

144
1,817

–397
20,176

–397
494

1,817

2,340

24,826

16,098

863

1,128

18,089

Other personnel costs

226

19

Travel costs

459

48

Expenses
Staffing costs

Consumables

245
66

573

53

53

Services

171

171

Legal counsel

155

155

Entertainment

24

24

Membership fees

105

42

Conference fees

179

164

Infrastructure costs

370

20

26

Infrastructure costs internal allocation

–25

11

14

Other
Total Expenses

147
343
416

40

40

17,857

205

960

1,234

20,255

Scholarships

9

148

Depreciation

–397

–397

Contribution

148

148

Transfers

University OH
Internal
Premises
Premises internal allocation
Total transfers
Total result

157

1,619

31

144

185

1,978

–1,292

110

513

660

–9

128

168

2,694

2,398

71

93

2,321

–164
289

856

1,106

4,572

0

0

0

0

0
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PERSONNEL
Management and Administration

Director
Hans Jørgen Marker

Assistant Director
Iris Alfredsson

IT Coordinator
Birger Jerlehag

Project Manager
Daniel Knezevic

Dissemination

Administrator
Ann Nordström

Administrator
Pia Jacobsen
(Left SND in 2014)

Support Services
Coordinator
Ellen Morris
(Leave of Absence
part of 2014)

Project Manager
Michelle Coldrey
(Left SND in 2014)

Administrative
Coordinator
Eira Brandby

Communication

Support Services
Coordinator
Margareta Johansson

Communications
Officer Helena Rohdén
(Leave of Absence)

Communications
Officer
Monica Bengtson

IT, Systems and Development
IT-Assistant
Akira Olsbänning
Web/System
Developer
Stephanie Roth
System Administrator
Carl-Johan Schenström

Web/system
Developer
Olof Olsson

System Developer
Merja Karjalainen

System Developer
Johan Fihn

System Developer
Stefan Jacobsson

System Developer
Anton Hesselbom
(Left SND in 2014)

Data Manager
Ilze Lace

Data Manager
Björn Sjögren
(Left SND in 2014)

Data Manager
Sara Svensson

Data Manager
Anna Clara Stenvall
(Left SND in 2014)

Team Social Sciences

Research Coordinator
Mattias Persson
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Data Manager
Torbjörn Berglund

Team Humanities

Research Coordinator
(Also for team
Social Sciences)
Stefan Ekman

Research Coordinator
Sofia Arvidsson

Data Manager
Ulf Jakobsson

Data Manager
Caspar Jordan

Support

Team Medicine

Research Coordinator
Elisabeth Strandhagen

Data Manager
Malin Lundgren

Data Manager
Karolina Kegel

Data Manager
Veronika Marosi

Research Community
Advisory Groups
There are three Research Community Advisory Groups, representing
each of SND’s three subject fields. These working groups connect
SND to the Swedish research community, provide expertise regarding
data-related issues in discipline-specific contexts, and constitute a
forum for discussing outreach activities. Each group consists of one
member from the SND board, one SND Research Coordinator and
one member representing the research community.

For the Humanities:
yIElisabet Engdahl, Professor at the Department of Swedish,

University of Gothenburg, and member of SND’s board
yIAnne-Marie Leander Touati, Professor at the Department
of Archaeology and Ancient History, Lund University
yISofia Arvidsson, Research Coordinator, SND

For the Health Sciences:
yINancy Pederson, Professor at the Department of Medical

Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Karolinska Institutet, and
member of SND’s board
yIJonas Ludvigsson, Professor at the Department of Medical
Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Karolinska Institutet
yIElisabeth Strandhagen, Research Coordinator, SND

For the Social Sciences:
yIStefan Svallfors, Professor at the Department of Sociology,

Umeå University, and member of SND’s board
yIJan Teorell, Professor at the Department of Political Science,
Lund University
yIMattias Persson, Research Coordinator, SND

Data Manager
Martin Brandhagen

University Lawyer
Kristina Ullgren

Board
The board is appointed by the University of Gothenburg after
consultations with the Swedish Research Council. The board
decides on the allocation of resources that SND receives from
the Research Council and the University of Gothenburg. SND’s
board meets four times a year. The board has nine members.
yIAnders Brändström, Professor of History at Umeå

University and Director of Centre for Population studies, Chair
yIPhilip Buckland, Professor, Department of

Historical, Philosophical and Religious Studies, Umeå
University. Director of the SEAD Project
yIElisabet Engdahl Professor, Department of Swedish,
University of Gothenburg
yISverker Holmgren, Professor in Scientific Computing,
Uppsala University. Program Director Nordforsk
yIHelena Lindholm Schulz, Pro Vice Chancellor,
Professor of Peace and Development Research,
University of Gothenburg
yIStaffan Marklund, Professor of Working Life Sciences at
the Department of Clinical Neuroscience, Karolinska Institutet
yIMarie Reilly, Professor, Department of Medical Epidemiology
and Biostatistics
yIStefan Svallfors, Professor, Department of Sociology,
Umeå University
yIElizabeth Thomson, Professor of Demography, Stockholm
University, and Professor of Sociology Emerita, University
of Wisconsin-Madison
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WORKING ENVIRONMENT MANAGEMENT

Creating a Sustainable Workplace
In the autumn of 2013 Previa began an analysis of the psychosocial
working environment at SND. The report, which was completed in
February 2014, concludes with a number of proposals for action.

yICREATIVE CONFERENCE Our annual staff conference gave time to play but also to discuss serious matters.

T

he report also included views on how SND’s organisation
should be adapted to the considerable increase in
operations of recent years. In the Vice-Chancellor’s activity
dialogue with the SND management in May, the director of
SND was asked to draw up a thoroughly prepared action
plan. During the first half of June SND staff discussed the
recommendations made in the Previa report in groups, and
the recommendations from these meetings formed the basis
for Arbetsmiljöåtgärder vid SND (Working-environment
measures at SND), which was sent to the Vice-Chancellor at
the end of June.
To ensure well-functioning workplaces following the move
to new premises, an ergonomic review of workplaces was
carried out in the spring. A physical working-environment
round also took place during the year.
In June 2014 a plan was put together for quality-assurance
of SND job and work descriptions. This activity began in
October with the collection of information about the various
jobs, mainly through focus group meetings.
A staff meeting at which Adrian Nählinder, workingenvironment officer at the University of Gothenburg (GU)
spoke about systematic working-environment management,
took place in September. During the year several SND staff
attended the training programmes and information events
organised by the University of Gothenburg in the areas of the
working environment and equal treatment.
A working environment group was formed at SND in
October 2014. The group consists of the director, assistant
director, the two union working-environment representatives and the equal-treatment representative. This group is
to follow up working-environment management and initiate
action to promote the working environment.
Equal Treatment at SND
2014 was the first year in which SND has been asked to prepare
its own equal-treatment plan by the GU. An equal-treatment
representative was appointed by the management, and a
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general action plan was prepared during the first quarter. This
is a drop-down document based on the equal-treatment plan
of the University Administration at GU. An equal-treatment
group met several times during the year to discuss how work
on equal treatment can be improved at SND.
A first step in this work was to draw up a checklist for
employees on parental leave, and to compile an equaltreatment survey to be sent to personnel annually, in order
to gauge what actions are required in the systematic efforts
to ensure equal treatment and a good working environment.
The survey was sent out for the first time in January 2015.
In conjunction with the meeting of the working-environment
group in November, a decision was made to invite a representative of GU’s equal-treatment group to provide information about equal treatment at GU at the quarterly meeting of
SND in March 2015.
Environment and Sustainable Development
In 2014 SND initiated internal environmental work for
its own operations, based on the joint policies applicable
to the GU. During the year SND’s management appointed
an environmental coordinator whose principal task it is to
introduce structured environmental work in the organisation.
This work consisted in particular in drawing up a List of
activities for the environment and sustainable development
for SND’s operations, in accordance with the university’s
guidelines.
The purpose of the list of activities is to highlight what SND
can actively contribute to enabling GU to fulfil the objectives
stated in the university’s action plan for the environment
and sustainable development. Work on implementing the
specified activities in SND began in 2014.
Among other things there is now an internal waste-management guide, work has been initiated for procedures relating to turning off electronic equipment and SND’s printed
matter is printed on ECF paper (from pulp bleached without
chlorine). The list of activities is also valid for 2015.

SWEDISH SUMMARY/ÅRET SOM GICK

Återigen slås rekord i antal beställningar
Rekord i antal beställningar. Fortsatt arbete med god praxis för
hantering av forskningsdata och en aktiv utåtriktad verksamhet.
Det är några av de områden där SND har haft framgång under året.

inleddes med en osäkerhet kring storleken på
Å retSND:s
budget. Denna osäkerhet höll i sig ända

till maj, då Vetenskapsrådet kom med beslut om
SND:s budget för åren 2014 och 2015. I slutet av
2013 utlovades en dialog med Datainspektionen för
att lösa problematiken kring SND:s hantering av persondata. Trots upprepade försök från SND lyckades
det inte att få igång denna dialog under året.
SND:s arbete med att ta fram god praxis för hantering av forskningsdata har fortsatt. I november
lanserades första versionen av SND:s webbguide i
datahantering. Guiden underlättar för forskare att
överblicka datahantering under hela forskningsprocessen. Under året har det även framtagits en informationsbroschyr om datahantering och hållits flera
informationsmöten och utbildningar med fokus på
datahantering.
Under några dagar i november stod SND värd för

tre arrangemang som behandlade forskningsdata. Doktorandnätverksträffen tog upp centrala frågor kring
hantering av forskningsdata och SND:s nationella forskarworkshop hade fokus på förutsättningar och riktlinjer för tillgängliggörande av forskningsdata.
För att få igång ett informationsutbyte om hur forskningsinfrastrukturerna, universitetsbiblioteken och universitetsarkiven kan samarbeta, inbjöd SND även till
ett diskussionsforum kring forskningsdata.
SND har deltagit aktivt i det internationella samarbetet. Projektet DASISH, som SND koordinerat, avslutades med en tvådagars konferens i Göteborg och
projektet SERSCIDA höll sin avslutningskonferens i
Sarajevo.
Nationellt har SND under året deltagit i bland annat
Mötesplats Open Access i Växjö och IFFIS-konferensen
i Stockholm.
Återigen slogs det rekord i antal beställningar.

House-Warming Party at the
New Location on Bohusgatan
SND also threw a house-warming
party on April 29 where many of
our colleagues in the University
of Gothenburg, friends and new
acquaintances met and mingled.
A quiz walk using our Gallup
material had been prepared for
the party, and extra brochures
and information sheets were
handed out to the visitors.
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SND is part of Sweden’s research
infrastructure and the Swedish node in an
international network of data archives.
SND serves the three research areas
of the humanities, social sciences, and
health sciences, and supports interdisciplinary reuse of research materials.
SND’s mission is to collect, process,
document, preserve, and disseminate
research material. Our experts assist
researchers and students within the
humanities, health sciences and social
sciences in gaining access to existing data.
SND provides assistance in managing,
sharing, and preserving research data. Advice
and support are offered throughout
the entire research process.
Visiting address: Bohusgatan 15, Gothenburg
Postal address: SND, Box 330,
405 30 Gothenburg, Sweden

snd.gu.se
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Annual Report 2014
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